[Effect of the cytoplasm of irradiated cells on chromatin degradation in mouse thymocytes and hepatocytes].
The addition of a cytoplasmic fraction, isolated from cells 3h after irradiation of mice, to exposed or intact thymocyte nuclei causes a 2- or 3-fold acceleration of chromatin degradation in the nuclei incubated in conditions optimum for activity of Ca2+,Mg2+-dependent endonuclease to be manifest. In contrast to thymocytes, no chromatin degradation products are found in liver cells of irradiated mice. The cytoplasmic fraction isolated from hepatocytes of irradiated animals fails to activate chromatin degradation in thymocyte nuclei.